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(57) ABSTRACT

A method and system for coordinated dynamic access to
radio spectrum for wireless networking includes defining a
coordinated access band (CAB) from which radio access
network (RAN) managers may request spectrum allocations
in the form of time bound spectrum leases for their respective
requesting base stations. In one embodiment of the present
invention, a DIMSUMnet architecture is implemented to
make some fundamental choices and to centralize the collec-
tion of information, such as spectral occupancy, thermal and
adjacent frequency interference. Such collected information
is subsequently used by a spectrum broker in making spec-
trum allocation decisions. The DIMSUMnet architecture of
the present invention also introduces a RAN manager element
to centralize the task of acquiring time bound spectrum leases
and for configuring the base stations.
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1
METHOD AND SYSTEM FOR WIRELESS
NETWORKING USING COORDINATED
DYNAMIC SPECTRUM ACCESS

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims benefit of U.S. Provisional Patent
Application Ser. No. 60/618,767, filed Oct. 14,2004, which is
herein incorporated by reference in its entirety.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to wireless communications
and, more specifically, to a method and system for dynami-
cally managing available spectrum in wireless communica-
tions.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

In the United States, the Federal Communication Commis-
sion (FCC) sets the rules that govern access to wireless band-
width or spectrum. These rules have lead to reservation of
spectrum chunks for specific purposes. For example, the 824-
849 MHz and 1.85-1.99 GHz frequency bands are reserved
forlicensed cellular and PCS services and require a valid FCC
license, whereas the 902-928 MHz, 2.40-2.50 GHz, 5.15-
535 GHz and 5.725-5.825 GHz frequency ranges are
reserved as free-for-all unlicensed bands. This strict, long-
term spectrum allocation is space and time invariant and any
changes to it happen under strict FCC control.

Such static partitioning of spectrum bands has led to sev-
eral problems brought to light by recent spectrum utilization
measurements. More specifically, certain frequency bands,
such as the cellular and PCS bands, are quite well utilized,
however, a large part of allocated spectrum is highly underuti-
lized. The utilization in several licensed bands varies dramati-
cally over time and space. On the other hand, unlicensed
bands (such as ISM, U-NII) have experienced significant
interference due to uncoordinated, aggressive deployment,
leading to overcrowding and poor network guarantees. Cur-
rent FCC rules have left very little spectrum for allocation to
new services or for the expansion of existing services, leading
to an artificial spectrum scarcity, even though a large portion
of usable spectrum remains underutilized. In other words,
current spectrum usage is access limited rather than through-
put limited.

Often times, during the peak hour operations, end users of
a cellular network experience poor service due to peak usage
on carrier frequencies provisioned by the service provider.
During such peak loads, if the service provider can dynami-
cally add capacity without having to statically acquire and
configure the extra spectrum, it can incur significant cost
savings and offer better quality-of-service to end users.

Consider a region, where a service provider X offers voice
and data services using a license in cellular (A, B) or PCS
(A-F) bands and a provider Y operates emergency response
network in public safety bands. Often, at any given time and
location, when provider X is experiencing high demands,
provider Y may experience underutilization. If provider X can
dynamically add spectrum from providerY to its network to
alleviate congestion events and then return the spectrum, it
can result in high spectrum utilization and potentially less
amount of spectrum for a given aggregate demand of two
providers. Such lack of significant spatial and temporal cor-
relation may exist to some extent even among providers oper-
ating the same types of services (voice, data) in the cellular/
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PCS band. Similarly, if the unlicensed bands can be expanded
dynamically in time and space to increase available spectrum,
network throughput and guarantees can be improved.

Recent technology trends and early policy trends indicate
the feasibility of such opportunistic, statistically multiplexed,
adaptive access to spectrum; often termed as the new para-
digm of Dynamic Spectrum Access. These trends include, for
example, Software Defined Radio (SDR), which takes advan-
tage of advances in smart antennas, high bandwidth A/D
conversion, low power amplifiers, fast digital signal proces-
sors and inexpensive reconfigurable field programmable gate
arrays (FPGAs). SDRs enable on-the-fly changes to charac-
teristics of radio such as power, modulation, waveform, and
MAC and allow same hardware to be reconfigured for use in
different parts of the radio spectrum. Hardware capable of
tuning to any part of a large range of frequency spectrum (i.e.,
5 MHz to 6 GHz) has also been demonstrated. Such spectrum
sensing enables real-time measurements of spectrum occu-
pancy and inference on underutilized portions of the spec-
trum. Spectrum sensing combined with SDR and policy spe-
cific functions enable the attainment of desirable frontier
known as Adaptive Cognitive Radio (ACR) that adapts based
on its awareness of locale and spectrum. Such a technique
allows spectrum to be managed and utilized based on real-
time sensing and decision-making. The regulating bodies in
the USA and European Union are slowly taking measures to
alter existing policy to allow networks where spectrum is
dynamically managed.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention addresses various deficiencies of the
prior art by providing a method and system for wireless
networking using coordinated dynamic spectrum access.

In one embodiment of the present invention, a method for
coordinated dynamic access to radio spectrum in wireless
networking includes defining a coordinated access band
(CAB) of radio frequencies in the radio spectrum from which
spectrum may be dynamically allocated, and allocating to a
requester in response to a request, at least a portion of the
CAB spectrum in the form of time bound spectrum leases.
Even further, the method may include defining spectrum
information channels within the CAB spectrum dedicated to
providing spectrum management information, including
spectrum section boundaries, a requester to which each spec-
trum section is allocated, a current waveform or network
access method used, time duration of a lease of each allocated
spectrum portion, a maximum transmission power allowed,
and an interference temperature.

In an alternate embodiment of the present invention, a
system for coordinated dynamic access to radio spectrum in
wireless networking using radio spectrum frequencies where
a coordinated access band (CAB) of radio frequencies of the
radio spectrum has been defined from which spectrum may be
dynamically allocated includes a plurality of base stations, a
spectrum and information management (SPIM) server for
managing spectrum allocation of the CAB frequencies, a
radio access network (RAN) manager for negotiating a lease
from the SPIM server for an appropriate amount of spectrum
for a requesting base station, and a packet transport network
for providing communication between the plurality of base
stations, the SPIM server and the RAN manager.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The teachings of the present invention can be readily
understood by considering the following detailed description
in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which:
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FIG. 1 depicts a high level conceptual diagram of a Coor-
dinated Access Band (CAB) in accordance with an embodi-
ment of the present invention;

FIG. 2a depicts a high level block diagram of a conven-
tional multi-provider cellular network;

FIG. 24 depicts a high level graphical diagram of spectral
usage at a location for base stations of the conventional multi-
provider cellular network of FIG. 2a;

FIG. 3 depicts ahigh level block diagram ofa DIMSUMnet
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 4 depicts a high level block diagram of an embodi-
ment of a SPIM server suitable for use in the DIMSUMnet of
FIG. 3,

FIG. 5 depicts a high level graphical diagram of an exem-
plary geographical region and associated spectrum informa-
tion for that region as maintained in a SPIM server for use in
spectrum allocation of CAB resources in accordance with
embodiments of the present invention;

FIG. 6 depicts a high level block diagram of an embodi-
ment of a RAN Manager suitable for use in the DIMSUMnet
of FIG. 3;

FIG. 7 depicts a high level block diagram of an embodi-
ment ofa base station and a client device suitable for use in the
DIMSUMzet of FIG. 3;

FIG. 8 depicts a high level skeleton diagram of an embodi-
ment of a Spectrum Lease (SPEL) Protocol suitable for use in
the DIMSUMnet of FIG. 3;

FIG. 9 depicts a high level skeleton diagram of an embodi-
ment of a Spectrum Information (SPI) Protocol suitable for
use in the DIMSUMnet of FIG. 3;

FIG. 10 depicts a high level block model of an embodiment
of'spectrum allocation algorithm suitable for use in the SPIM
server of the DIMSUMnet of FIG. 3;

FIG. 11 depicts a high level block diagram of a region, R,
comprising five base stations and a sub-region, R1, including
a plurality of users;

FIG. 12a depicts a high level block diagram of a square
region, R, comprising multiple base stations;

FIG. 1254 depicts a high level block diagram of a SAM
Quadtree in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention; and

FIG. 13 depicts a high level block diagram of a DIMSUM-
Relay Cluster network architecture in accordance with one
embodiment of the present invention.

To facilitate understanding, identical reference numerals
have been used, where possible, to designate identical ele-
ments that are common to the figures.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The present invention advantageously provides a method
and system for wireless networking implementing the con-
cept of a coordinated access band (CAB) and the dynamic
allocation of the spectrum within the CAB to participating
requesting clients. Although various embodiments of the
present invention are described herein with respect to a DIM-
SUNnet network comprising a specific number of clients and
base stations, the specific embodiments of the present inven-
tion should not be treated as limiting the scope of the inven-
tion. It will be appreciated by those skilled in the art and
informed by the teachings of the present invention that the
concepts of the present invention may be applied in many
other network architectures comprising substantially any
numbers of clients and base stations for the dynamic alloca-
tion of available spectrum.

The FCC Spectrum Policy Task recommends three meth-
ods to improve spectrum utilization: (1) improve access
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through time, frequency, and space, (2) permit flexible and
controlled access to existing licensed bands, and (3) discour-
age inefficient use of accessed spectrum via policy rules. The
inventors herein focus on the first of these three methods and
disclose a managed approach that is different from the oppor-
tunistic access to entire spectrum.

More specifically, the inventors herein disclose and define
a concept of Coordinated Access Band (CAB). Although the
concepts of a CAB in accordance with the present invention
are being described herein with respect to segmenting por-
tions of'the total radio spectrum that is under the control of the
FCC, the concepts of a CAB of the present invention may be
applied to a subset of the total radio spectrum under the
control of a licensee. That is, a licensee of at least a portion of
the FCC-controlled radio spectrum may segment and appor-
tion a radio spectrum under the control of the licensee in
accordance with the concepts of the present invention
described in further detail below.

For example, FIG. 1 depicts a high level conceptual dia-
gram of a CAB in accordance with an embodiment of the
present invention. The CAB of FIG. 1 illustratively comprises
aplurality of segmented portions of the FCC-controlled radio
spectrum allocated as the CAB spectrum. Within the CAB
spectrum exists fixed frequency spectrum segments to be
shared by an included Transport Service and various spec-
trum segments of fixed frequencies defined as Spectrum
Information Channels (SPIC), reserved to operate a new net-
work service, disclosed herein and defined by the inventors as
a Spectrum Information and Management (SPIM) Service.
The SPIM functions to mediate the requests for dynamic
access to the CAB spectrum and grants time-bound rights to
any requesting entity desiring to use portions of the CAB
spectrum, either in an infrastructure mode that employs cel-
Iular architecture or ad-hoc peer-to-peer mode. The CAB
concept in accordance with embodiments of the present
invention introduces dynamic spectrum access to the existing
radio spectrum governed by the FCC. For example and as
illustrated in FIG. 1, frequency bands adjacent to current
cellular bands, PCS bands or unused broadcast TV channels
may be designated as CAB bands in accordance with the
present invention. With such a configuration, cellular provid-
ers may dynamically access spectrum from this band to add
capacity to their cellular networks to meet demand surges
during peak load and to relinquish extra spectrum when the
network load drops. This improves cellular data and voice
services and translates into cost savings for cellular providers,
whom otherwise need to split existing cells into smaller cells
and install new base stations.

Similarly, adding CABs adjacent to existing Local Multi-
point Distribution Systems (LMDS) and Multichannel Mul-
tipoint Distribution Systems (MMDS) frequency bands
enable elastic fixed wireless (point-to-point, point-to-multi-
point) service with bandwidth-on-demand capabilities. Such
an arrangement of the present invention helps compensate for
channel impairment and load surges, and enables enhanced
broadband access and backhaul services common in the fixed
wireless networks. Furthermore, an advantage of co-locating
the CAB with the existing cellular, LMDS, MMDS band 110
is that any changes necessary to the radio components in
client and network elements may be implemented using exist-
ing technologies as the frequency range covered is typically
not very large. Over time, as CAB networks and wideband
radio electronics mature, increasingly larger portions of the
spectrum may be converted to CAB spectrum, thus allowing
gradual relaxation of static spectrum partitioning and wide
spread use of dynamic spectrum access.
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In accordance with the concepts of the present invention,
the disclosed concept of CAB improves the spectrum access
efficiency and fairness whereas a further disclosed concept
defined by the inventors herein as Statistically Multiplexed
Coordinated Access (SMCA) (defined in greater detail
below) is aimed at improving the spectrum utilization in a
CARB of the present invention. More specifically, classic cel-
Iular base station site provisioning provides a match between
available bandwidth and the coverage area/user density prod-
uct for all times of operations. Such classic provisioning
performs a worst-case analysis at the individual site-level. For
example, FIG. 2a depicts a high level block diagram of a
conventional multi-provider cellular network 200. The cellu-
lar network 200 of FIG. 24 illustratively comprises five base
stations 210,-210,, 220 and 230,-230, belonging to three
different service providers A, B and C, respectively. FIG. 25
graphically depicts the spectral usage at a location (x, y) for
the two base stations 210,-210,, 220 and 230,-230, of pro-
vider A and C, respectively, and the one base station 220 of
provider B. FIG. 256 depicts the spectral usage due to indi-
vidual provider signals and the aggregate usage as waveforms
varying over time. As depicted in FIG. 24, during the time
period (t;, t,), the spectral utilization of provider B peaks,
whereas the providers A and C use much less spectrum.
Clearly, even though the per-provider usage at (x, y) varies
dramatically, a current cell-site analysis of such a network
allocates a peak spectral bandwidth of P units per site. There-
fore, in the cellular network 200 FIG. 24, 3P units will be used
instead of the actual instantaneous aggregate usage across all
providers A, B and C.

This situation described above is analogous to using a
transmission channel with a constant capacity of “R” bits per
second (bps) for a variable data rate streams whose rate varies
over [0 . . . R] bps. Although the site provisioning of the
network 200 of FIGS. 24 and 25 optimizes the number of base
stations, it actually is sub-optimal in spectral bandwidth uti-
lization, which may be characterized according to equation
one (1), which follows:

SpectralBW(x, y) = Z max  (SpectralBW,(y, y, 1) M

VYBS psp;
s TBSNSPi

where BW stands for bandwidth and NSP stands for the
number of service providers.

In the network 200 described in FIG. 2a and FIG. 25, the
most efficient use of the spectrum is to either have a single
service provider use all of the available spectrum in a location
orto have uniform spectral usage in space and time. However,
in the network 200 of FIG. 2a, neither solution presents a
viable option. In contrast, considering a network implement-
ing an embodiment of the CAB of the present invention
wherein the spectrum utilization requirements may be aggre-
gated across multiple cells and across multiple service pro-
viders, the spectral bandwidth utilization may be character-
ized according to equation two (2), which follows:

= 4 2
SpectralBW(x, y) %2;?51\;[ (SpectralBW,(x, y, 1)

As determinable and evident from equation two above, the
most efficient use of the spectrum is to have the aggregate use
at a particular region to be constant. The aggregation effect
significantly reduces the required spectrum necessary for a
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region of space while maintaining the independence and
competitive business characteristics. This mode of operation
is defined by the inventors as Statistically Multiplexed Coor-
dinated Access (SMCA) to spectrum. If a spectrum band is
shared, in accordance with embodiments of the present inven-
tion, among different services such as emergency response,
public safety, telemetry, cellular data and voice, each with
different temporal and spatial use characteristics, the poten-
tial for statistical multiplexing gain is very high. The SMCA
concepts of the present invention may be extended to all
dynamic spatial footprints of base stations in dense configu-
rations inclusive of smart antennas. Such a configuration
would be closer to creating uniform usage patterns across
these aggregate regions and thus a more efficient spectral use.
Implementing the above concepts, a new architecture defined
by the inventors as a Dynamic Intelligent Management of
Spectrum for Ubiquitous Mobile-access network (DIM-
SUMnet) and its associated protocols are disclosed herein. A
DIMSUMnet of the present invention implements the SMCA
concepts of the present invention described above in a CAB
band defined in accordance with the present invention.

FIG. 3 depicts a high level block diagram ofa DIMSUMnet
in accordance with an embodiment of the present invention.
The DIMSUMnet 300 of FIG. 3 illustratively comprises a
Domain Spectrum Information and Management (SPIM)
Server 310, a Radio Access Network (RAN) Manager 315, an
IP Packet Transport network (Service Provider core network)
320, three IP-based Base-Stations 330,-330, (collectively
base stations 330) and a client device (illustratively a mobile
unit) 340.

In the DIMSUMnet 300 of FIG. 3, spectral bandwidth
brokering at the individual node level provides the most
aggressive form of bandwidth re-use. More specifically, in the
DIMSUMnet 300 the SPIM server 310 manages the spectrum
allocation in a region. That is, when a base station (BS)
330,-330,, in the DIMSUMnet 300 boots, it registers with the
RAN manager 315. The RAN manager 315 communicates
with the SPIM server 310 to negotiate a lease for an appro-
priate amount of spectrum based on the knowledge of the
capabilities of the base stations 330,-330,. The SPIM server
310 allocates and leases a part of the CAB spectrum to the
RAN manager 315. The RAN manager 315 conveys the lease
to a respective one of the base stations 330,-330,, which in
turns configures its devices to offer the transport services for
voice and data. The base station receiving the lease also
broadcasts spectrum information snapshots to clients that use
the information therein to select the transport services.

FIG. 4 depicts a high level block diagram of an embodi-
ment of a SPIM server suitable for use in the DIMSUMnet
300 of FIG. 3. The SPIM server 310 of FIG. 4 comprises a
processor 410 as well as a memory 420 for storing algorithms
and control programs. The processor 410 cooperates with
conventional support circuitry 430 such as power supplies,
clock circuits, cache memory and the like as well as circuits
that assist in executing the software routines stored in the
memory 420. As such, it is contemplated that some of the
process steps discussed herein as software processes may be
implemented within hardware, for example, as circuitry that
cooperates with the processor 410 to perform various steps.
The SPIM server 310 also contains input-output circuitry 440
that forms an interface between the various functional ele-
ments communicating with the SPIM server 310. For
example, in the embodiment of the DIMSUMnet 300 of FIG.
3, the SPIM server 310 communicates with the IP Packet
Transport network 320 via a signal path S1.

Although the SPIM server 310 of FIG. 4 is depicted as a
general purpose computer that is programmed to perform
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various control functions in accordance with the present
invention, the invention can be implemented in hardware, for
example, as an application specified integrated circuit
(ASIC). As such, the process steps described herein are
intended to be broadly interpreted as being equivalently per-
formed by software, hardware, or a combination thereof.

The SPIM server 310 in the DIMSUMnet 300 is a regional
spectrum broker that manages spectrum rights and the propa-
gation of information about the managed rights to any entity
interested in using the CAB spectrum in a given geographical
region, R. The SPIM server 310 manages all dimensions of
the CAB spectrum, namely frequency, time, space (location,
direction), signal (polarization, coding/modulation) and
power. A main tenet of CAB spectrum usage is that any use of
spectrum, either infrastructure or ad-hoc mode that is not
approved by SPIM server, is a non-compliant usage. The
geographical region, R, is divided to overlapping cells, CL,
each of which has a coverage area, A _,, associated with it. The
cells, CL, may be further divided into micro-cells and pico-
cells, which are described in further detail below. The SPIM
server 310 maintains a complete topographical map of the
region, R, and the approximate extent of each cell.

In one embodiment of the present invention, the SPIM
server 310 maintains information regarding at least two data
structures per cell: (1) SPIC-Table: a table of frequencies
(carriers) and an amount of spectrum adjacent to the carrier
used for SPIC and (2) a spectrum allocation map (SAM).
Each SAM entry maintains information regarding various
spectrum parameters such as (a) spectrum section boundaries
(s0, s1) (as depicted in FIG. 2), (b) a service provider (SP) to
which each spectrum section is allocated, (c) a current wave-
form or network access method used (e.g., GSM), (d) time
duration of a lease of a spectrum portion, (¢) maximum trans-
mission power allowed, and (f) an interference temperature,
which defines the amount of interference or the total RF
energy from ambient, thermal noise and other sources such as
secondary users, or unlicensed users with an associated time-
stamp.

FIG. 5 depicts a high level graphical diagram of an exem-
plary geographical region and associated spectrum informa-
tion for that region as might be maintained in the SPIM server
310 for use in spectrum allocation of CAB resources in accor-
dance with embodiments of the present invention. In FIG. 5,
a geographical region 510 comprises three microcells 520, -
520,, each including at least one base station (BS). FIG. 5§
further depicts a SAM and associated interference tempera-
tures for the spectrum of the SAM plotted as a function of
frequency (f) for the spectrum of the third microcell 5205. A
SAM table of the SPIM server 310 changes with time as the
various parameters in the SAM entries change. For example,
when the SPIM server 310 de-allocates a spectrum portion,
the corresponding SAM entry is removed. The SPIC-Table
and the SAM, together, maintain a spectrum snapshot of the
CAB.

In accordance with one embodiment of the present inven-
tion, a SPIM server supports at least two protocols: (1) a
Spectrum Information (SPI) protocol, used to propagate the
spectrum snapshots and to communicate to the SPIM server,
and (2) a Spectrum Lease (SPEL) protocol, used by network
entities to obtain leasing rights for parts of the spectrum
(described in greater detail below). The SPIM server may
allow atleast two lease holders per allotted spectrum band, for
example a primary lease holder and a secondary lease holder.
The primary lease holder has rights to operate at a higher
power in the spectrum, whereas the secondary lease holder
must operate at a lower power and ensure that the interference
it generates is lower than an amount predetermined by the
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SPEL protocol in the SPIM server to ensure minimum inter-
ference with the primary lease holder. The SPIM server main-
tains a record of spectrum leases and associated interference
temperatures for the associated regions. The spectrum proto-
col for the CAB of the present invention ensures that primary
and secondary lease holders comply with the lease conditions
such as power, time duration and interference and prohibits
violations of the conditions. Therefore regulating bodies such
as the FCC may enforce strict guidelines for operators of
SPIM servers of the present invention or even operate them
under their jurisdiction.

The SPIM server 310 requires data structure for scalable
representation of region topography and spectrum usage that
may be manipulated efficiently in the event of changes in the
spectrum allocation. The inventors in one embodiment herein
consider a two-dimensional representation of space and
define an example data structure referred to by the inventors
as a SAM Quadtree to depict this space. FIG. 124 depicts a
high level block diagram of a square region, R, comprising
multiple base stations 1210 depicted by points. Considering
the square region, R, of FIG. 124, each base station 1210 has
an associated coverage area either measured or estimated
using parameters such as power, antenna characteristics, and
frequency. This coverage is represented for each frequency
portion by a polygonal, circular or elliptical shape in the SAM
Quadtree depicted in FIG. 125. That is, FIG. 125 depicts a
high level block diagram of a SAM Quadtree in accordance
with an embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 125, the
coverage area for each base station is represented for each
frequency portion by a polygonal, circular or elliptical shape.
In the SAM Quadtree of FIG. 125, the entire region, R, is
associated with the root node of the tree. The region R, is then
segmented into four quadrants (VO (NW), V1 (NE), V2 (SW),
V3 (SE)) using one of the many criteria possible such as
bisectors of the axes, and then represented by four children of
the root node. The segmentation in this fashion continues
until the entire quadrant contains all of the coverage areas and
is represented by leaf nodes. Also, finer segmentation may be
used for portions of topography where multiple regions over-
lap, which increases the data, structure size. The spectrum
snapshots at the parent nodes are computed by the superpo-
sition of respective SAM tables of the children nodes. Any
changes in the spectrum allocation or parameters, such as
power, alter coverage and therefore spectrum snapshots at
locations. These changes require changes to the respective
SAM tables at multiple SAM Quadtree nodes and potentially
re-computation of the SAM Quadtree segmentation.

FIG. 6 depicts a high level block diagram of an embodi-
ment of a RAN Manager suitable for use in the DIMSUMnet
300 of FIG. 3. The RAN Manager 315 of FIG. 6 comprises a
processor 610 as well as a memory 620 for storing algorithms
and control programs. The processor 610 cooperates with
conventional support circuitry 630 such as power supplies,
clock circuits, cache memory and the like as well as circuits
that assist in executing the software routines stored in the
memory 620. As such, it is contemplated that some of the
process steps discussed herein as software processes may be
implemented within hardware, for example, as circuitry that
cooperates with the processor 610 to perform various steps.
The RAN Manager 315 also contains input-output circuitry
640 that forms an interface between the various functional
elements communicating with the RAN Manager 315. For
example, in the embodiment of the DIMSUMnet 300 of FIG.
3, the RAN Manager 315 communicates with the IP Packet
Transport network 320 via a signal path S2.

Although the RAN Manager 315 of FIG. 6 is depicted as a
general purpose computer that is programmed to perform
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various control functions in accordance with the present
invention, the invention can be implemented in hardware, for
example, as an application specified integrated circuit
(ASIC). As such, the process steps described herein are
intended to be broadly interpreted as being equivalently per-
formed by software, hardware, or a combination thereof.

The RAN Manager 315 of the present invention is capable
of controlling spectrum leases for several base stations of the
DIMSUMnet 300 simultaneously. The RAN Manager 315 is
aware of the static characteristics of the base stations, specifi-
cally hardware and software capabilities of included Adaptive
Cognitive Radios (ACRs) (not shown), such as the supported
radio frequency range, signal processing and various wave-
form (e.g., CDMA, OFDM etc.) capabilities. The RAN Man-
ager 315 also maintains a record of the dynamic characteris-
tics of the base stations of the DIMSUMnet 300 such as
current load, power usage, available power an the like. Based
on location specific policies, base station characteristics, and
geographical coverage requirements for a service provider,
the RAN Manager 315 computes an amount of spectrum
required to meet bandwidth demands and communicates bids
to the SPIM server 310 for fulfillment of the bids. In one
embodiment of present invention, the RAN Manager 315
implements the SPEL protocol to communicate to the SPIM
server 310. If the spectrum leases are granted, the RAN Man-
ager 315 sends commands to the base stations to configure
their ACRs as per the service provider’s specific MAC and
radio protocol and thus, activates radio access channels. The
RAN Manager 315 periodically renews existing leases or
may alternatively terminate leases. The RAN Manager 315 is
also able to negotiate new spectrum leases for various reasons
such as price changes, increased interference in an existing
band, or increased load reported by a base station(s).

An adaptive cognitive radio (ACR) device is a new radio
design philosophy where all parameters are adaptive. Some
of the properties of ACR devices include RF technology that
is capable of listening to (processing) huge swaths of spec-
trum. ACR devices are able to maintain knowledge of a user’s
spectrum usage as a function of location and time. ACR
devices are also capable of maintaining rules for sharing the
available resources with respect to time, frequency and space.
In addition, ACR devices include embedded intelligence able
to determine optimal transmission (i.e., bandwidth, latency,
QoS)based on a user’s behavior. ACR devices maintain great
promise in helping to facilitate more effective and efficient
access to spectrum.

FIG. 7 depicts a high level block diagram of an embodi-
ment of a DIMSUMnet base station 330 and a DIMSUMnet
client device 340 suitable for use in the DIMSUMnet 300 of
FIG. 3. It should be noted that all of the base stations 330 of
the DIMSUMnet 300 of FIG. 3 comprise substantially the
same components and functionality and a such the base sta-
tion 330 depicted in FIG. 7 should be considered as represen-
tative of each of the base stations of the DIMSUMnet 300.
The base station 330 of FIG. 7 illustratively comprises mul-
tiple instances of ACRs (illustratively ACR,-ACR,;) man-
aged by the ACR configurator 750. A subset of the ACRs is
reserved for SPIC channels and others are used to provide
access channels for data and voice transport service. Each
base station 330 of the DIMSUMnet 300 may be either static
or mobile and using a respective one of the ACRs periodically
configured as, for example, a GPS receiver, to maintain
awareness of its location. The base station 330 of FIG. 7
further comprises at least two daemons related to spectrum
management, namely a Spectrum-info daemon 710 and a
Spectrum-lease information daemon 720. The Spectrum-info
daemon 710 communicates with the domain SPIM server 310

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

10

to obtain spectrum-map snapshots relevant for its location
and broadcasts it over the reserved SPIC channels. The Spec-
trum-info daemon 710 also records information such as the
number of end-users using each portion of spectrum, per user
information such as geo-location, a temporal snapshot of
respective interference temperatures, and the signal-to-noise
ratio for a current wireless access channel, and communicates
such information to the SPIM server 310.

The Spectrum-lease information daemon 720 communi-
cates with the RAN Manager 315 to obtain spectrum leases
and commands to configure its respective ACR devices. The
commands obtained from the RAN Manager 315 specify, for
example, the frequency bands of the allocated spectrum, the
power to be used, and the type of waveform to be used. For
example, a command may specify using a maximum power of
30watts, a carrier frequency of X=1.923 GHz, a bandwidth of
B=1.25 MHz and a CDMA Direct Sequence Spread Spec-
trum (DSSS) waveform. If the respective ACRs are success-
fully configured, the Spectrum-lease information daemon
720 registers with the SPIM server 310 its use of the allocated
spectrum portion and the associated previously recorded
parameters.

In the event that a spectrum lease expires and the RAN
Manager 315 does not send a lease renewal notification, the
Spectrum-lease information daemon 720 disables the respec-
tive ACRs and notifies the SPIM server 310 of the de-alloca-
tion of spectrum portion. The Spectrum-lease information
daemon 720 also notifies the Spectrum-Info daemon 710 of
this event to ensure that the spectrum snapshot propagated to
the end-user is appropriately reported.

In various embodiments of the present invention, a DIM-
SUMnet base station is an IP-aware base station and therefore
implements Layer-3 (IP-layer) mobility support 755 such as
Mobile IP FA and MobileNAT Anchor Node (MobileNAT-
AN) protocols as depicted in FIG. 7. The DIMSUMnet base
station is also able to support at least IP services such as a
dynamic host configuration protocol (DHCP) relay and/or a
DHCP server, RADIUS or DIAMETER authentication,
authorization, accounting AAA client, network-address
translation (NAT), and Quality of Service (QoS) support such
as DiffServ packet marking and class-based QoS. In such
embodiments, cross-layer communication and signaling
from radio layers to higher layers, such as layer-3 and above,
are necessary to optimize the performance of the DIMSUM-
net base station.

The client device 340 of FIG. 7 illustratively comprises at
least two logical instances of ACR devices (illustratively
ACR,-ACR,)), one of which is used as a control channel
interface to access SPIC channels whereas the other is used as
a data interface for accessing transport services. The client
device 340 stores a static or location dependent dynamic
database of carrier frequencies in the CAB band used for the
SPIC channels. The control channel ACR scans and listens to
the SPIC channels to obtain spectrum snapshots broadcast by
the DIMSUMnet base stations in a respective region. The
received snapshots enable a Spectrum Info Processor 760 in
the client device 340 to obtain information on the availability
oftransport services in the different portions of the spectrum,
specifications of the network providers offering these ser-
vices, layer-1/2 specifications such as modulation, MAC, and
other information such as current load, interference levels,
and the like. Based on this information, the client’s QoS
needs, ACR waveform capabilities (such as TDMA, CDMA),
and power and location constraints, the client device 340
decides on a part of the spectrum and transport service to use.
An SDR configurator block 770 in the client device 340 then
configures the data interface ACR device with appropriate
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radio characteristics to reflect the characteristics defined in
the spectrum snapshot. The client device 340 must account
for power constraints and adapt its associated ACR and spec-
trum selection and optional spectrum sensing capability (de-
scribed below) in the event of deterioration in power budget.
In addition, the client device 340 may be expandable to add
new ACR devices, new criteria for spectrum selection and
new spectrum sensing data collection.

It should be noted that similar concepts are used in current
CDMA and GSM networks. More specifically, the client
devices (phones) for these networks maintain a Preferred
Roaming List (PRL), which is an ordered list of tuples such as
System ID (SID), Network ID (NID) and Radio Frequency
(1), where SID and NID uniquely characterize the provider
base stations that use the frequency. In those networks, when
a client device detects deteriorating radio signal, it consults
the PRL to decide which carrier frequencies to scan to find
service offered by its preferred provider or its roaming part-
ners. The PRL list can be downloaded to a client device
dynamically over the air interface using signaling channels.
This concept has been successfully employed to achieve glo-
bal roaming across multi-technology, multi-provider net-
works. However, in the current networks, the PRL seldom
changes and therefore, such downloads are very infrequent.

In contrast, in the DIMSUMnet of the present invention,
the spectrum snapshots may change frequently (e.g., every
few minutes) due to changes in the spectrum allocation. As
such, a client device must periodically monitor the SPIC
channels to record changes in the spectrum snapshots. For
example, a transport service that a client device is accessing
may be remapped to another part of the spectrum with poten-
tially different characteristics. In this case, the client device
must detect this event and, reconfigure its data interfaces to
continue its network and transport protocol connections. In
alternate embodiments, the client device may also pro-ac-
tively reconfigure its data interface to respond to events such
as increased interference, loss of signal, reduced service
price, and data rate degradation due to, for example, conges-
tion or mobility. During such a change, the client device must
support session continuity to ensure seamless end-user func-
tionality. The availability of the multiple ACR devices in at
least the client device enables concurrent detection of spec-
trum snapshot changes or other detrimental events and the
reconfiguration of data interfaces. The client device ofa DIM-
SUMnet of the present invention may also optionally com-
prise a spectrum-sensing component, which periodically
measures observed power spectral density in a broad range of
CAB spectrum or in frequency bands adjacent to a current
carrier frequency. Also, in the spectrum band that it uses for
data interface, the client device may collect data on interfer-
ence temperature at the location of the client device. In such
an embodiment, the client device communicates both, the
collected data and their aggregates, periodically to a respec-
tive base station via the SPIC channels. The use of such
information for intelligent spectrum allocation is described
below.

In existing cellular networks, large providers (e.g., Veri-
zon) license spectrum from the FCC to deploy their radio
access networks and sell voice and data services to end-users.
However, cellular networks based upon such models require
large capital investments and therefore, have led to a non-
competitive environment that stifles innovation and the intro-
duction of new technologies and services. A new form of
Mobile Virtual Network Operators (MVNO) (e.g.: Virgin
Mobile) that do not own any spectrum or infrastructure but
that offer services by leasing services from large providers are
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becoming popular. However, the growth of such networks is
still controlled by the primary providers.

The DIMSUMnet of the present invention, such as the
DIMSUMnet 300 of FIG. 3, enables new deployment models
such as a shared base station model and a nonshared base
station model, which are capable of creating new types of
providers. Common to both these models are the regional or
national spectrum-providers that operate the SPIM server 310
and services.

However, more specifically, in the Shared base station
model, a new form of infrastructure provider, defined by the
inventors as the RAN providers, own and operate the base
stations and the RAN Manager 315 but do not own any
spectrum. Instead, the providers of the Shared base station
model lease CAB spectrum from the spectrum-providers as
needed. The transport service providers that offer voice and
data services to end-users are the clients of the RAN provid-
ers. For example, the FCC-spectrum-borker.nj.gov may func-
tion as a spectrum broker network in New Jersey which has
three RAN provider clients, namely central-nj.ran.com,
northnj.ran.com, and sounth-nj.ran.com which own and oper-
ate radio access networks in the CAB band in northern, cen-
tral and southern regions of the state of New Jersey. The
existing cellular providers such as Verizon are clients of these
RAN providers and are essentially Mobile Virtual Network
Operators (MVNOs) in the CAB spectrum.

If multiple RAN providers operate in a region, a transport
service provider may use one or more of the MVNOs to offer
its services and provide additional service resiliency. This
however requires that the RAN providers bid and use non-
overlapping frequencies for the same service. In this case, the
same transport service will be available in different parts of
the spectrum increasing the potential for spectrum utilization
and per-user data rates. This approach also requires mecha-
nisms and policies for appropriate allocation and isolation of
base-station resources such as the ACR devices of the base
stations, power budget for radio amplifiers, IP backhaul band-
width, and the transmit power used for each service provider.

In the Non-shared base station model, the provider that
offers the transport service also owns and operates the base
stations and leases the spectrum required to operate the ser-
vice. Therefore, each service provider has its own RAN Man-
ager and base stations. This model differs from the current
cellular model in that a provider does not statically own any
spectrum but leases spectrum dynamically. Offering redun-
dant physical coverage in this model requires the provider to
deploy multiple base stations in the same area and therefore
this solution may be capital intensive. In both of the models,
the current cellular providers may continue to hold their exist-
ing cellular and PCS band licenses (base licenses) and to use
their existing infrastructure much in the same way. Any new
capacity the providers add in the CAB bands on-demand is
accessible to the client devices via the PRL updates in the
spectrum snapshots.

As previously disclosed, a SPIM server of a DIMSUMnet
of the present invention supports at least two protocols: (1) a
Spectrum Lease (SPEL) protocol, used by network entities to
obtain leasing rights for parts of the spectrum, and (2) a
Spectrum Information (SPI) protocol, used to propagate the
spectrum snapshots and to communicate to the SPIM server.

FIG. 8 depicts a high level skeleton diagram of an embodi-
ment of a Spectrum Lease (SPEL) Protocol suitable for use in
a DIMSUMnet, such as the DIMSUMnet 300 of F1IG. 3, of the
present invention. The SPEL protocol 800 illustrated in FIG.
8 functionally correlates with three entities, namely the SPIM
server 310, a SPEL protocol server 810 in the RAN Manager
315 and a SPEL client 820 in a base station 330 of the
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DIMSUMnet 300. The protocol exchange may take place
over secure channels such as IPSEC tunnels established as a
part of network provisioning. The RAN Manager 315 has a
unique ID that is registered with the SPIM server 310 by an
out-of-band mechanism such as FCC registration. In addi-
tion, the three entities involved in the SPEL protocol may
implement a common public-private key based/certificate
based method such Transport Layer Security (TLS) for digital
signing and encryption to guarantee authentication, non-re-
pudiation and security of entire messages or parts of the
messages.

With respect to the SPEL protocol, when a base station of
the DIMSUMnet boots, the SPEL client registers with the
RAN Manager, specifying the ACR capabilities and GPS
location, L=(x, y), and obtains the SPIC channel frequencies
(i.e., Event 0 of FIG. 8). Based on the preferred modes of
operations for the ACR, including policy specifications such
as time-of-day, location, service (data, voice) specific band-
width requirements, and optionally commands from a remote
Network Operations Center (NOC), the RAN Manager com-
putes the spectrum needs for the initialized base station
(Event 1 of FIG. 8). The RAN Manager then sends a request
message, ReqSpectrum-Portion message (Message 2, FIG.
8), to the SPIM server with parameters such as its own 1D,
amount of spectrum, preferred spectrum location, mode of
ownership (primary or secondary) and base station specific
parameters such as spatial location, available power budget,
expected coverage boundaries and the like.

The SPIM server consults its topographic data structures
and associated SAM tables and other dynamic information,
such as interference temperature in the region, to determine if
the requested spectrum portion allocation is feasible. If the
exact allocation is not possible, the SPIM server may check
for alternate available spectrum possibilities. For example, if
the requested parameters, such as preferred position of spec-
trum portion, lease duration, and requested status for a spec-
trum lease (e.g., a primary lease) is unable to be granted, the
SPIM server may make alternate offer of available spectrum.
The SPIM server sends a Spectruml.easeOffer message
(Message 3, FIG. 8) to the RAN Manager that defines the
SPIM server offer. If the offered lease is acceptable, the RAN
Manager sends an AcceptLeaseOfter (Message 4, FIG. 8) to
the SPIM server and also, sends a ConfigureACR command
(Message 5, FIG. 8) to the initializing base station informing
the RAN Manager of the parameters for ACR configuration.
If the base station is able to successfully activate the ACR, it
sends a ConfigureSuccess message to the RAN Manager,
which in turns sends a LeaseActivated message to the SPIM
server. This LeaseActivated message contains valid proof (in
the form of a lease token signed by the BS) that the lease was
activated at the intended base station.

The SPEL protocol may optionally further support
LeaseRevoke, LeaseRenew and LeaseRemap messages to
terminate, renew or remap, respectively, existing spectrum
leases and ReleaseACR, and Release ACR-Success com-
mands to a base station to cease the use of the spectrum. The
SPEL protocol payload must be designed to be extensible
enough to account for most spectrum leasing scenarios and
capabilities of base stations into which leases are configured.

FIG. 9 depicts a a high level skeleton diagram of an
embodiment of an SPI Protocol suitable for use in a DIM-
SUMnet, such as the DIMSUMnet 300 of FIG. 3, of the
present invention. The SPI protocol 900 illustrated in FIG. 9
functionally correlates with three entities, namely the SPIM
server 310, a DIMSUMnet base station 330, and the client
device 340. The DIMSUMnet base station 330 periodically
communicates with the SPIM server 310 to inform the SPIM
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server 310 of its location and lease token(s) and to obtain
spectrum snapshots. Also, whenever its local ACR’s are
changed due to commands from RAN Manager 315, the
DIMSUMnet base station 330 requests a new spectrum snap-
shot. Optionally and in a proactive embodiment of the SPI
protocol 900, the DIMSUMnet base station 330 makes these
available to clients using periodic broadcast, which is useful
for low-power client devices. However, this expends the
bandwidth requirement even in the absence of interested cli-
ents, especially if the broadcast period is set small to guaran-
tee up-to-date snapshot information. A large broadcast period
though saving bandwidth, may result in service disruptions
due to stale snapshots or mobility.

In an alternate embodiment of a reactive SPI protocol in
accordance with the present invention, clients interested in
snapshots communicate probe messages to the DIMSUMnet
base station 330 to initiate the communication of the relevant
information from the DIMSUMDnet base station 330 to an
interested client. Given the sensitive nature of the provider
specific information such as load, spectrum utilization, and
pricing contained in the snapshots, the SPI channels may be
split into secure, logical sub-channels or one-to-many multi-
cast groups and allocated to each provider. As such, each
client must be able to authenticate to the DIMSUMDnet base
station 330 and acquire appropriate credentials to decrypt the
respective sub-channels.

It should be noted however that both protocols, the SPEL
protocol and the SPI protocol, must account for strict timing
constraints in obtaining a lease, configuring the lease in a base
station and for propagating snapshots. The protocols must
also provide reliable mechanisms for detecting violations of
such timing constraints.

Inan alternate embodiment of the present invention a DIM-
SUMnet comprises more than a single SPIM server. The
redundancy in the number of SPIM servers consistently main-
tain the same information so that in the case that one of the
SPIM servers fails, one of the remaining SPIM servers may
still satisfy spectrum lease and information requests. This is
considered by the inventors as SPIM Overlay.

In yet an alternate embodiment of the present invention a
DIMSUMnet comprises a plurality (cluster) of SPIM servers
where each SPIM server is responsible for servicing a subset
of'atotal region, R. In such an embodiment, each subset of the
region, R, may also comprise at least one redundant SPIM
server or alternatively, a cluster of SPIM servers may be
defined as redundant SPIM servers able to protect all of the
subsets. A primary goal of this overlay design is to determine
anumber of servers for a given probability of the orphaning of
a region in the event of a number of failures is less than a
predetermined number representing the amount of protection
desired. In addition, scalable mechanism such as application-
layer, multicast and distributed hash tables (DHTs) may be
implemented in accordance with the present invention to
minimize overhead of frequent and deterministic dissemina-
tion of the spectrum snapshot information in the overlay.
Furthermore, a loose interaction among SPIM servers serving
overlapping regions may be implemented to minimize inter-
ference.

The spectrum allocation algorithms and policies of the
present invention focus primarily on answering three critical
questions: 1) How much spectrum can a provider get, if any?
2) How long can a provider hold the leased spectrum? and 3)
How can a provider win a spectrum bid? At any point in time,
the answers to these questions (i.e. rules of the resource
allocation) are dynamic and varying over time and location. It
is the responsibility of the DIMSUMnet to determine, state,
update and enforce these rules as system conditions change.
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FIG. 10 depicts a high level block model of an embodiment
of spectrum allocation algorithm suitable for use in a SPIM
server, such as the SPIM server 310 of the DIMSUMnet 300
of FIG. 3, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
invention. The spectrum allocation model 1000 of FIG. 10
illustratively comprises a Network State block 1010, a Space
Representation Data Structure block 1020, a Spectrum Allo-
cation Policies block 1030 and an Allocation Algorithm block
1040. Functionally, the Network State block 1010 receives
and collects information including utilization, current load,
and interference temperature, as described above, which indi-
cates and defines the state of the network. The network state
information collected by the Network State block 1010 is
communicated to the Allocation Algorithm block 1040. In
addition, information contained in the Space Representation
Data Structure block 1020 and the Spectrum Allocation Poli-
cies block 1030 are also communicated to the Allocation
Algorithm block 1040. The Allocation Algorithm block 1040
uses the received information in conjunction with informa-
tion regarding a received demand for spectrum, such as the
type of demand (advanced vs. online), a provider 1D, a base
station ID, base station location, and the requesting RAN
Manager 1D, to generate an offer having, for example, an
allocated amount of spectrum, a duration of the lease, an
amount of power to use and an offered price.

More specifically, a SPIM server receives a series of
demands for spectrum at different time instances. Each
demand has a type of reservation which may be characterized
as either advanced, which allows a RAN Manager to reserve
spectrum much in advance of the actual need for use of the
spectrum, or online instantaneous, in which case the reserved
spectrum is immediately used. Other relevant demand param-
eters are various infrastructure identifiers (e.g., BS ID, RAN
Manager ID, provider ID, BS location) and lease details (e.g.,
amount of spectrum, spectrum location, primary vs. second-
ary status, duration). The output of the spectrum allocation
algorithm comprises an offer that is forwarded to a requesting
RAN Manager. The offer contains at least an amount of
allocated spectrum, its location, an amount of maximum
transmit power, duration of the lease, and a price. In one
embodiment of the present invention, the offer comprises a
soft state model for spectrum allocation, where each lease is
for a fixed duration and after the duration expires the lease
must be renewed. Furthermore, the allocation of spectrum
may operate in two modes: (1) an auction mode in which each
demand (bid) has an associated price and the winning bid
decides the final price or (2) a merchant mode in which the
price is entirely decided by the allocation algorithm. The
allocation algorithm uses efficient data structures to store the
topography of the region that the SPIM server is designated to
serve. The allocation algorithm also maintains state informa-
tion for each sub region (if any) in the region such as the
spectrum allocation map (SAM), interference temperature
map (ITM), network load, spectral utilization and the like.
The knowledge of a client device’s radio environment in a
given region improves the effectiveness of the spectrum allo-
cation process.

FIG. 11 depicts a high level block diagram of a region, R,
comprising five base stations 1110,-11104 (collectively base
stations 1110), a sub-region, R1, and a plurality of users
1120,-1120,, (collectively users 1120) in the sub-region, R1.
In FIG. 11, the users 1120 in the sub-region, R1, use the
services of the base stations 1120 in the region, R, which are
operating in different parts of the CAB spectrum. The users
1120 therefore may experience adjacent channel interference
caused by uplink transmitters using an adjacent spectrum
portion. If the SPIM server allows multiple operators in the
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same band to operate at different power levels, significant
variability in interference levels may be observed. As such
and in accordance with the present invention, the users 1120
may optionally periodically collect data on the interference
observed in the entire CAB or the adjacent bands of the
spectrum being used and communicate the interference infor-
mation back to the SPIM server via, for example, the SPI
channels, such that the SPIM server is able to construct a
dynamic map of radio usage and interference temperature for
the region, R, and use that information for more efficient
spectrum allocation. For example, if the interference in the
sub-region, R1, exceeds a predetermined threshold level, the
SPIM server may request a respective RAN Manager associ-
ated with the interfering base station to cause the interfering
base station to reduce its transmission power, thus reducing
the co-channel interference. Alternatively, a respective RAN
Manager may cause the associated interfering base station to
reassign a different part of the spectrum to the users in a
region, such as the sub-region, R1, who are experiencing the
intolerable interference.

In addition, a SPIM server may optionally implement util-
ity pricing techniques, such as those used in current electric
power markets, in its spectrum allocation. For example, in a
technique known as modified price index cap, electric utility
tariffs (or bids) rise with inflation (CPI), and are simulta-
neously forced to decrease by a pre-determined variable,
which is based on each company’s relative inefficiency. In the
application of this approach to spectrum management, the
relative efficiency of a service provider may be a dynamic
variable that is based on current provider specific and total
spectrum utilization.

Different policy methods may also play a role in the spec-
trum allocation decisions. For example, a pure CAB approach
verses a partial Cab plus Cellular approach. More specifically,
in a pure CAB mode of operation, the entire CAB band is
dynamically allocated. This increases complexity of the cli-
ent devices and signaling and potential of service disruption.
However, it also increases competition and access efficiency.
In a partial Cab plus Cellular approach, part of the CAB is
converted to long-lived base licenses, which may also
improve service quality. Therein, the providers that already
hold this base license or a license in the existing cellular or
PCS bands should not be given first right to dynamically
shared part of CAB spectrum.

Another example may include a Cost of CAB spectrum
access approach versus an owned spectrum approach.
Therein, the CAB spectrum should be cheaper per time period
than in the owned spectrum. A mechanism is necessary to
assure that providers do not abuse the cheaper dynamic spec-
trum or monopolize the resources. To accomplish this, in one
embodiment of the present invention, a provider must prove
that it needs the spectrum when it makes a bid for the CAB
band. One approach is to use periodic utilization reports from
the provider for its existing leases to prove that the leases of
the requesting providers are sufficiently utilized to warrant
new allocations.

In addition, a spectrum lease history may be taken into
account to influence spectrum allocation decisions. For
example, policies need to be devised to determine if a service
provider will be granted new leases (either renewal of existing
lease or completely new spectrum) if a service provider is
granted spectrum in a given time period. A policy needs to be
devised that is able to tradeoff fair access to spectrum versus
the transport service continuity. Disregarding the history and
allocating the spectrum randomly may result in rapid re-
mapping of transport services in different parts of the spec-
trum, leading to frequent service handoffs (even in the
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absence of end-user mobility) and in the worst case lead to
service disruption. On the contrary, spectrum allocations that
favor providers with already allocated spectrum reduce
access fairness.

Even further, Ad-hoc spectrum allocations may be handled
separately from a billing and policy standpoint. That is, if
remote nodes (which are getting power control information
from a base station) are to be able to communicate in a
point-to-point manner while still being controlled by the base
station’s SPI control channel, there must be a cost associated
to cover the base station’s power control functions based on
geo-location decisions. Clearly, the spectrum allocation algo-
rithm must formalize the policy considerations and combine
them with the mathematical formulations of network states
and radio environment.

The inventors herein further contemplate the support of
Micro and Pico cells as previously mentioned. More specifi-
cally, the overhead of spectrum allocation increases dramati-
cally as the number of cells in a region increase. This scenario
takes place when a region is composed of large number of
micro-cells (each with arange of at least hundreds of feet) and
pico-cells (each with a range of substantially tens of feet). It
is unrealistic to expect the base stations in such cells to
acquire spectrum leases from a remote SPIM server. Also, in
most cases, these base stations are inexpensive, simple
devices that support a fixed radio technology (i.e., analogous
to 802.11 WLAN or Bluetooth operating in CAB band) and
may not support spectrum information channels. In this case,
a new entity defined by the inventors as a microSPIM is
introduced. A microSPIM in accordance with one embodi-
ment of the present invention plays a dual role. That is, a
microSPIM behaves as a spectrum server and a RAN Man-
ager for the micro and pico-cell base stations. The
microSPIM server appears to the regional SPIM server as a
virtual base station with abstract ACRs that operate only in
certain frequency ranges at which its component micro/pico-
cell base stations operate. The microSPIM server of the
present invention interfaces to a regional SPIM server for
acquiring spectrum to be used in the region of its component
micro/pico-cell base stations. The microSPIM server obtains
spectrum leases on behalf of component base stations and
commands the base stations to configure their radios in cer-
tain frequencies in that spectrum. The microSPIM may also
optionally collect interference data from these cells to per-
form appropriate frequency planning and transmit power
management.

In an alternate embodiment of the present invention, the
inventors herein present and describe the concept of a DIM-
SUM-Relay Cluster network architecture for making acces-
sible the benefits of the dynamic spectrum sharing of the
present invention to clients using, for example, legacy tech-
nologies such as 802.11 and 3G accesses. FIG. 13 depicts a
high level block diagram of a DIMSUM-Relay Cluster net-
work architecture in accordance with one embodiment of the
present invention. The DIMSUM-Relay Cluster network
1300 of FIG. 13 illustratively comprises five base stations
1310,-1310, (collectively base stations 1310), a respective
access point 1320,-1320, (collectively access points 1320)
for each base station, a respective DIMSUM-Relay 1330, -
1330, (collectively DIMSUM-relays 1330) for each base sta-
tion, a DIMSUM-gateway 1340 having a respective DIM-
SUM-Relay 1330, and an Internet 1345. Each of the
DIMSUM-Relays 1330 include multiple ACR devices (not
shown) which may be operated in at least two different
modes, namely access interface and packet-relay interface. In
the embodiment of FIG. 13, the access interfaces are config-
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ured to operate as legacy 802.11 or 3G interfaces and are used
by end-user devices for network access.

In one embodiment of the present invention, the DIM-
SUM-gateway 1340 contains multiple ACR’s which may be
operated in two modes, namely packet-relay interface and
uplink interface. The uplink interfaces connect the DIM-
SUM-gateway 1340 to the Internet 1345. It should be noted
however, that although in FIG. 13 the uplinks of the DIM-
SUM-gateway 1340 are illustratively ACR’s, in alternate
embodiments of the present invention, the uplinks may be
wired interfaces such as Ethernet, Packet-Over-Sonet (POS)
or ATM and in that case are not ACR devices.

The packet-relay interfaces on the DIMSUM-gateway
1340 and on the DIMSUM-Relays 1330 are adaptive radio
links constructed using dynamic spectrum access in the CAB
spectrum in accordance with the present invention and as
described above. For example, these links may be configured
as 802.16 long range fixed wireless access (FWA) links oper-
ating in parts of the LMDS, MMDS bands or as short-range
802.11a/g links. These links are used to construct a self-
configuring, secure, power and bandwidth adaptive multi-hop
packet routing backbone that forwards end-user traffic
received on access interfaces to the DIMSUM-gateway 1340.
The DIMSUM-Relay Cluster network 1300 of FIG. 13 fur-
ther comprises a management entity called ClusterManager
1350 either co-located with the DIMSUM-gateway 1340 or
implemented as a separate element. The ClusterManager
1350 implements the RAN manager and SPIM Client func-
tionality as described above in accordance with the present
invention. The ClusterManager 1350 of DIMSUM-Relay
Cluster network 1300 of FIG. 13 also implements the SPI
protocol, which broadcasts the spectrum snapshots on SPIC
channels on its relay interfaces. When a DIMSUM-Relay
1330 boots, it listens to the SPIC channels to discover the
spectrum snapshots and the presence of relay elements in the
certain parts of the CAB. For example, the snapshot may
show that part of spectrum is used to operate 802.16 links
(dotted lines in FIG. 13) and also provide the current network
load. The DIMSUM-Relay 1330 may then configure its
respective ACR(s) to those channels and using Point-to-Mul-
tipoint or Mesh mode 0f 802.16 to join the existing links in the
relay network. In this case, the DIMSUM-Relay 1330 of the
DIMSUM-gateway 1340 serves as the 802.16 base station.
The DIMSUM-Relay 1330 then registers its ACR capabilities
with the ClusterManager 1350 and also periodically forwards
to it information such as its visible neighbors, observed net-
work load and interference levels. The ClusterManager 1350
thus knows the complete topology of the DIMSUM-Relay
Cluster network 1300 and the links used in the forwarding
infrastructure.

If the ClusterManager 1350 detects that certain links are
getting overloaded, based on its knowledge of relay ACRs, it
may decide to configure additional links (shown as dashed
lines in (FIG. 13). Specifically, it may setup additional point-
to-point link between pairs of DIMSUM-Relays 1330 or
alternatively configure a point-to-multipoint or mesh link
among a subset of DIMSUM-Relays 1330. For this setup the
ClusterManager 1350 negotiates spectrum on behalf of the
DIMSUM-Relays 1330 using the SPEL protocol described
above and then sends RAN manager commands to the DIM-
SUM-Relays 1330 to reconfigure their respective ACRs. The
ability to add bandwidth-on-demand to relay infrastructure
makes it possible to alleviate throughput degradations due to
congestion, channel impairment and load surges. For
example, under heavy load conditions when traffic in access
interfaces of all included DIMSUM-Relays 1330 is high, a
large amount of traffic directed to the DIMSUM-gateway



US 9,161,231 B2

19

1340 creates a funneling effect where links closer to the
DIMSUM-gateway 1340 experience congestion. In the DIM-
SUM-RelayCluster network 1300 of FIG. 13, such conges-
tion is detected and compensated by adding capacity on links
leading to the DIMSUM-gateway 1340. In the RelayCluster
network 1300 of FIG. 13, the DIMSUM-gateway 1340 and
the DIMSUM-Relays 1330 may employ new advanced
antennas, dynamic spectrum allocation, and scheduling to
improve relay throughput without affecting the client devices
in the access networks. In the RelayCluster network 1300 of
FIG. 13, a newly deployed DIMSUM-Relay 1330 or a DIM-
SUM-Relay 1330 that reboots is able to auto-discover the
DIMSUM-gateway in its vicinity based on its own selection
criteria such as QoS along forwarding paths, capacity of
uplinks at the DIMSUM-gateway, and current load in the
network. Once a DIMSUM-gateway is discovered, the DIM-
SUM-Relay 1330 performs a secure registration. In addition,
multiple DIMSUM-Relays and DIMSUM-gateways auto-
configure themselves and converge to a stable packet-for-
warding infrastructure that makes appropriate QoS guaran-
tees. Auto-configuration involves automatic spectrum and
power level selection, neighbor discovery, and configuration
of relay forwarding via negotiation of operational character-
istics such as addressing schemes, mobility, and forwarding
semantics. In the event of a failure of either a DIMSUM-
Relay or a DIMSUM-gateway (due to for example, power
loss, interference, and/or frequency reassignment), the
RelayCluster network of the present invention reconfigures
itself rapidly to avoid delay or loss of data.

While the forgoing is directed to various embodiments of
the present invention, other and further embodiments of the
invention may be devised without departing from the basic
scope thereof. As such, the appropriate scope of the invention
is to be determined according to the claims, which follow.

What is claimed is:
1. A base station, comprising:
a set of adaptive cognitive radios configured to provide
access channels for supporting communication services
for wireless clients and configured to provide a set of
spectrum information channels for sharing of spectrum
information with wireless clients; and
a processor and a memory communicatively connected to
the processor, the processor configured to:
receive, at the base station, configuration information
determined by a radio access network manager and
comprising one or more configuration parameters for
configuring one or more of the adaptive cognitive
radios of the base station based on a spectrum lease of
radio spectrum dynamically allocated to the base sta-
tion by a spectrum information management server,
and configure one or more of the adaptive cognitive
radios of the base station based on the received con-
figuration information; and

receive spectrum information determined by the spec-
trum information management server and comprising
one or more spectrum parameters describing the radio
spectrum dynamically allocated to the base station by
the spectrum information management server, and
initiate transmission of the spectrum information
from the base station toward one or more wireless
clients via one or more of the spectrum information
channels.

2. The base station of claim 1, wherein the communication

services comprise at least one of voice services or data ser-
vices.
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3. The base station of claim 1, wherein the processor is
configured to receive the configuration information from the
radio access network manager.

4. The base station of claim 3, wherein the processor is
configured to:

propagate, toward the radio access network manager, at

least one base station characteristic of the base station.

5. The base station of claim 4, wherein the at least one base
station characteristic of the base station comprises at least one
of a current base station load of the base station, a base station
power usage of the base station, or an available base station
power of the base station.

6. The base station of claim 1, wherein the processor is
configured to receive the configuration information via a
spectrum lease information protocol.

7. The base station of claim 1, wherein the configuration
information comprises at least one of a set of frequency bands
of spectrum allocated as part of the spectrum lease, a trans-
mission power to be used for wireless transmissions by the
base station, or a type of waveform to be used for wireless
transmissions by the base station.

8. The base station of claim 1, wherein the configuration
information comprises one or more frequency bands of spec-
trum allocated as part of the spectrum lease, wherein the
spectrum information comprises at least a portion of a spec-
trum map associated with the base station.

9. The base station of claim 1, wherein the processor is
configured to receive the spectrum information via a spec-
trum information protocol.

10. The base station of claim 1, wherein the processor is
configured to receive the spectrum information from the spec-
trum information management server.

11. The base station of claim 1, wherein the spectrum
information comprises at least one of a spectrum map, a
spectrum section boundary, a requester to which a spectrum
section is allocated, a current waveform or network access
method used, a time duration of an allocated spectrum por-
tion, a maximum transmission power allowed, or an interfer-
ence temperature.

12. The base station of claim 11, wherein the interference
temperature defines an amount of interference or a total RF
energy from ambient noise, thermal noise, and other sources
of noise.

13. The base station of claim 1, wherein the spectrum lease
comprises a lease of a portion of radio spectrum of a Coordi-
nated Access Band (CAB) of radio spectrum available for
dynamic allocation.

14. The base station of claim 13, wherein the set of spec-
trum information channels comprises one or more spectrum
information channels defined within the CAB.

15. The base station of claim 13, wherein the set of spec-
trum information channels comprises one or more spectrum
information channels defined outside of the CAB.

16. The base station of claim 13, wherein the CAB com-
prises at least one of radio frequency bands adjacent to current
cellular bands, PCS bands, or unused broadcast TV channels.

17. The base station of claim 1, wherein the processor is
configured to:

based on a determination that at least one adaptive cogni-

tive radio of the base station has been configured based

on the configuration information:

register, with the spectrum information management
server, use by the base station of the radio spectrum
allocated to the base station in the spectrum lease.

18. The base station of claim 1, wherein the processor is
configured to:
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record spectrum usage information associated with use of
spectrum available from the base station; and

propagate the spectrum usage information toward the spec-
trum information management server.

19. The base station of claim 18, wherein the spectrum
usage information comprises at least one of:

for a portion of radio spectrum available from the base

station, a number of clients using the portion of radio
spectrum,;

per-client geolocation information;

a temporal snapshot of respective interference tempera-

tures; or

a signal-to-noise ratio for a current wireless access chan-

nel.

20. The base station of claim 1, wherein the processor is
configured to:

based on a determination that the spectrum lease has

expired and the base station has not received a spectrum

lease renewal notification:

disable one or more adaptive cognitive radios associated
with the spectrum lease;

notify the spectrum information management server of
deallocation of the radio spectrum of the spectrum
lease; and

modify the spectrum information transmitted from the
base station via the set of spectrum information chan-
nels.

21. The base station of claim 1, wherein the configuration
information is received from the radio access network man-
ager responsive to determination of the configuration infor-
mation by the radio access network manager based on spec-
trum lease information for the spectrum lease that is received
by the radio access network manager from the spectrum infor-
mation management server, wherein the spectrum informa-
tion is received from at least one of the spectrum information
management server or the radio access network manager.

22. The base station of claim 1, wherein at least one of the
adaptive cognitive radios is configured for at least one of:

maintaining knowledge of spectrum usage as a function of

location and time;

maintaining one or more rules for sharing available spec-

trum with respect to one or more of time, frequency, or
space; or

determining a set of transmission parameters based on user

behavior.
23. A method for use by a base station, the method com-
prising:
receiving, at the base station via a processor, configuration
information determined by a radio access network man-
ager and comprising one or more configuration param-
eters for configuring one or more adaptive cognitive
radios of a set of adaptive cognitive radios of the base
station based on a spectrum lease of radio spectrum
dynamically allocated to the base station by a spectrum
information management server, wherein the set of
adaptive cognitive radios of the base station is config-
ured to provide access channels for supporting commu-
nication services for wireless clients and is configured to
provide a set of spectrum information channels for shar-
ing of spectrum information with wireless clients;

configuring one or more of the adaptive cognitive radios of
the base station based on the received configuration
information;

receiving spectrum information determined by the spec-

trum information management server and comprising
one or more spectrum parameters describing the radio
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spectrum dynamically allocated to the base station by
the spectrum information management server; and

initiating transmission of the spectrum information from
the base station toward one or more wireless clients via
one or more of the spectrum information channels.

24. The method of claim 23, wherein the communication
services comprise at least one of voice services or data ser-
vices.

25. The method of claim 23, wherein the configuration
information is received from the radio access network man-
ager.

26. The method of claim 25, further comprising:

propagating, toward the radio access network manager, at

least one base station characteristic of the base station.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the at least one base
station characteristic of the base station comprises at least one
of a current base station load of the base station, a base station
power usage of the base station, or an available base station
power of the base station.

28. The method of claim 23, wherein the configuration
information is received via a spectrum lease information pro-
tocol.

29. The method of claim 23, wherein the configuration
information comprises at least one of a set of frequency bands
of spectrum allocated as part of the spectrum lease, a trans-
mission power to be used for wireless transmissions by the
base station, or a type of waveform to be used for wireless
transmissions by the base station.

30. The method of claim 23, wherein the configuration
information comprises one or more frequency bands of spec-
trum allocated as part of the spectrum lease, wherein the
spectrum information comprises at least a portion of a spec-
trum map associated with the base station.

31. The method of claim 23, wherein the spectrum infor-
mation is received via a spectrum information protocol.

32. The method of claim 23, wherein the spectrum infor-
mation is received from the spectrum information manage-
ment server.

33. The method of claim 23, wherein the spectrum infor-
mation comprises at least one of a spectrum map, a spectrum
section boundary, a requester to which a spectrum section is
allocated, a current waveform or network access method
used, a time duration of an allocated spectrum portion, a
maximum transmission power allowed, or an interference
temperature.

34. The method of claim 33, wherein the interference tem-
perature defines an amount of interference or a total RF
energy from ambient noise, thermal noise, and other sources
of noise.

35. The method of claim 23, wherein the spectrum lease
comprises a lease of a portion of radio spectrum of a Coordi-
nated Access Band (CAB) of radio spectrum available for
dynamic allocation.

36. The method of claim 35, wherein the set of spectrum
information channels comprises one or more spectrum infor-
mation channels defined within the CAB.

37. The method of claim 35, wherein the set of spectrum
information channels comprises one or more spectrum infor-
mation channels defined outside of the CAB.

38. The method of claim 35, wherein the CAB comprises at
least one of radio frequency bands adjacent to current cellular
bands, PCS bands, or unused broadcast TV channels.

39. The method of claim 23, further comprising:

based on a determination that at least one adaptive cogni-

tive radio of the base station has been configured based
on the configuration information:
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registering, with the spectrum information management
server, use by the base station of the radio spectrum
allocated to the base station in the spectrum lease.
40. The method of claim 23, further comprising:
recording spectrum usage information associated with use
of spectrum available from the base station; and
propagating the spectrum usage information toward the
spectrum information management server.
41. The method of claim 40, wherein the spectrum usage
information comprises at least one of:
for a portion of radio spectrum available from the base
station, a number of clients using the portion of radio
spectrum,;
per-client geolocation information;
a temporal snapshot of respective interference tempera-
tures; or
a signal-to-noise ratio for a current wireless access chan-
nel.
42. The method of claim 23, further comprising:
based on a determination that the spectrum lease has
expired and the base station has not received a spectrum
lease renewal notification:
disabling one or more adaptive cognitive radios associ-
ated with the spectrum lease;
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notifying the spectrum information management server
of deallocation of the radio spectrum of the spectrum
lease; and

modifying the spectrum information transmitted from
the base station via the set of spectrum information
channels.

43. The method of claim 23, wherein the configuration
information is received from the radio access network man-
ager responsive to determination of the configuration infor-
mation by the radio access network manager based on spec-
trum lease information for the spectrum lease that is received
by the radio access network manager from the spectrum infor-
mation management server, wherein the spectrum informa-
tion is received from at least one of the spectrum information
management server or the radio access network manager.

44. The method of claim 23, wherein at least one of the
adaptive cognitive radios is configured for at least one of:

maintaining knowledge of spectrum usage as a function of

location and time;

maintaining one or more rules for sharing available spec-

trum with respect to one or more of time, frequency, or
space; or

determining a set of transmission parameters based on user

behavior.



